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Cover picture
Honzanji hokyo-intd (National Important Cultural Property)

A hokyo-inté (EBEENIE) is a type of stone pagoda that first appeared during Japan’s
Kamakura period. Many of these pagodas are constructed by assembling stone
components, and they were built for various purposes, such as memorial services,
grave markers, and prayer for significant wishes.

This particular hokyo-int6 is enshrined within the grounds of Honzaniji, a Tendai-sect
temple in Sadamune, Misaki Town, Kume District, Okayama Prefecture. Made of
granite, it stands at an impressive height of 209 cm, including the pedestal. This hokyo-
intd is inscribed with a dedication: “Kenmu 2 (1335), Year of the Wood Pig, June 11th,
offered by Priest Kakusho”.

This hokyod-intd is notable not only for being completely preserved and for its
remarkable carving technique but also because the inscription provides insight into its
date of creation and the name of the patron. For these reasons, it is regarded as a
representative example of hokyo-inté in the three provinces of Mimasaka, Bizen, and

Bicchi (Okayama Prefecture).



