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Cover picture

The Kumayama site (national historic site). The structure pictured is the largest of the
more than 30 stacked-stone examples found across the Kumayama massif in Akaiwa city,
Okayama prefecture. A square stone platform measuring almost 12 meters to a side was
built atop the bedrock, followed by three tiers of stacked stone. There are openings on
each side of the second tier and a pit on top of the third tier. The pit contained a ceramic
cylindrical vessel (Tenri University Sankokan Museum) and a small, tri-colored glazed jar,

which has been lost. These stone structures are considered to be a type of ancient stupa.



